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oving  not  only  the  Poffibility,  but 
Certainty  of  Curing  that  Difeafe_j 
without  the  hazard  of  Salivation. 


By  J.  S.  Surgeon. 
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Claudius  Amyand,  Efq  $ 

Serjeant  .  Surgeon  to  His  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y. 

HE  Benefit  I  formerly  received  from 
your  Anatomical  Lee! arcs,  and  the  Ufe- 
ful  Inftrudions  in  the  ART  1  profefs, 
added  to  the  Friendfhip  with  which 
you  have  been  iince  pleafed  to  favour  me, 
encouraged  the  liberty  I  take  in  Addreffing  this 
to  you.  My  Intent  is  only  to  offer  a  Method 
in  the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe,  equally  Effectual, 
and  lefs  dangerous  than  what  is  commonly 
Prattifed ;  and  I  hope  fuch  a  Defign  alone  will 
not  only  juftify  the  Undertaking  to  yourfelf, 
but  to  every  induftrious  Improver  of  this  ART. 
I  have  no  view  of  recommending  to  the  World 
any  particular  Remedy  of  my  own,  under  the 
Pompous  Title  of  Spcifick 5  but  to  demonftrate 
i  the  Certainty  of  Curing  this  Diftemper,  from 
a  juft  Confideration  of  Animal  0 economy,  and 
the  abfolute  Properties  of  fuch  Medicines,  as  by 
long  Experience  have  been  found  Succefsful. 
The  Manner  of  Treating  this  Subjefr,  may  not 
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be  fo  acceptable  to  thofe  who  have  not  been 
Converfant  in  Studies  of  that  Nature  3  but  the 
Satisfaftion  I  received  my  felf,  from  Authors 
who  have  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  Medicine 
upon  the  folid  Foundation  of  Mechanick  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  the  favourable  Reception  it  has  uni- 
verfally  met  with,  induced  me  to  handle  this 
in  the  fame  Manner,  as  the  only  means  of  re¬ 
ducing  it  to  fome  Reafon  and  Certainty.  I  am 
fatisfied  I  could  not  offer  this  to  one  whofe 
Sagacity  and  Induftry  in  improving  the  ART 
he  profelfeth,  is  more  confpicuous  than  your  own  3 
and  whofe  good  Will  to  his  Fellow-Creatures,  is 
continually  exciting  fome  ufeful  Difcovery  for 
the  Relief  of  thofe  Accidents  human  Nature  is 
expofed  too  3  and  Ihould  this  fmali  Treatife 
afford  the  leaft  hint  to  a  future  Improvement, 
I  fhall  think  my  felf  fufficiently  recompenced  for 
the  attempt.  I  am  afraid  to  have  detained 
you  too  long,  and  therefore  conclude,  leaft 
.  in  public  a  ffommoda  peccem. 

Si  longo  Sermone  morer  tua  tempora  - — 

And  am, 

SIR, 

Your  mojl  obliged  humble  Servant, 

:  j.  s. 


A  Meehan- 1:1 
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Upon  the  CUKE  of  the 

LUES  VENEREA. 


O  S  T  Authors  who  have 
delivered  any  thing  to  us 
upon  this  Subject  have 
mis-fpent  a  great  part  of 
their  Time,  in  attempting  to  di fco- 
ver  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 
Diftemper ,  through  the  feveral  Na¬ 
tions  infefted  with  it  :  Such  Authors, 
may  indeed,  be  curious  to  thofe  who 
would  compile  an  exact  Chronology 
of  Difeafes  •  but  to  one,  whole 
Profefiicn  and  Study,  ought  to  lead 
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him  to  in vc ft i gate  the  Nature,  Caule 
and  Cure,  for  the  Benefit  of  his 
Fellow  -  Creatures,  this  Speculation 
is  ufelefs  and  unnecefiafy,  How  un¬ 
happily,  even  thofe  who  have  la¬ 
boured  in  the  Cure  of  it ,  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  is  manifeft  from  the  obi  cure 
Accounts  tranfmitted  to  Us,  and  the 
Ravage  the  Dijiemper  has  made  in 
all  Countries  and  Ages,  down  to 
our  own  Time  :  and  this  only  for 
want  of  a  due  Attention  to  Animal 
Secretion ,  and  thofe  abjolute  Laws} 
by  which  all  Bodies  a£l  with  relpeft 
to  one  another.  This  Cenfure  may 
perhaps  diipleaie  thofe,  who  have 
inconliderately  imbibed  the  abfurd 
Do&rine  of  Acids %  Alcalies}  or  Fer¬ 
mentations  ^  but,  let  them  think  as 
they  plealc,  I  am  confident  the  great- 
eft  Improvements,  and  moll;  ufeful 
Difcoveries  in  Animal  0 economy ,  have 
been  owing  to  the  Induftry  of  thofe, 
in  the  latter  and  prefen t  Age,  who 

have 
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have  endeavour'd  to  eftablifh  Me- 

*  *  * 

dicine  on  the  folid  Bails  of  Geome - 
trkal  (principles  •  .and  how  far  they 
have  fucceeded  in  this,  anyone  may 

*  be  convinced,  who  will  be  at  the 
Trouble  of  con  I  lilting  Bellini  D  Pit¬ 
cairn  ,  Cbeym ,  Keil}  Mead ,  triend , 
and  others. 

The  Obftinacy  of  this  Diftemper 
fo  greatly  varies,  according  to  the 
Climates,  that  in  the  Southern  Parts 
of  the  World  it  will '  yield  to 
the  common  Deco&ions  of  Sarja, 
Guaiacmi,  and  others  of  that  Gals, 
which  promote  a  gentle  Perjpiration  ; 
but  in  the  more  Northern  Parts,  as 
with  us,  the  different  Denfity  of  the 
Blood,  obliges  us  to  have  recourfe 
to  more  ponderous  and  afiive  Me¬ 
dicines,  among  which.  Mercury  is 
in  mofl  Efteem.  And  the  firft  Life 
of  this  in  the  Lues  Venerea ,  was 
occaftoned  by  the  Succefs  manifefted 
in  the  Cure  of  Leprofies ,  which 

*  '  Diftemper, 
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Diftemper,  according  to  the  moft 
authentick  Accounts  we  can  gather, 
had  fuch  an  Affinity,  and  bore  io 
near  a  Refemblance  to  the  other, 
that  ’tis  contefted  at  this  1  ime,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  the  fame  or  not.  Al¬ 
though  Mercury  has  been  efteemed 
a  Specifick  in  this  Infection,  yet  the 
Ancients  made  ufe  of  it,  without  un- 
derftanding  its  Properties,  or  man¬ 
ner  of  Operation  in  human  Bodies  j 
attributing  that  Power,  to  fome  oc¬ 
cult  and  imaginary  Qualities,  which 
has  fince,  by  the  Affiftance  of  Geo¬ 
metrical  Reafonings,  been  demon- 
fir  a  ted  to  con  lift  only  in  its  encrea- 
fing  the  Momentum  of  the  Blood. 
From  the  fame  Principles,  a  due  re¬ 
gard  being  had  to  Animal  Secretion, 
it  will  not  be  difficult,  to  demon? 
ftrate  the  Certainty  of  curing  this 
Diftemper  in  our  own  Country,  by 
the  Affiftance  of  fuch  Medicines,  as 
abrade  and  comminute  the  tena¬ 
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ous  2nd  vifcid  Cohefions  of  the 
nimal  Juices.,  without  the  tedious 
Confinement  and  Hazard  of  Saliva- 
on.  ,  . 

But  to  proceed  methodically  ;  I 
tall  Firjl  confider.,  what  Alteration 
le  Blood  undergoes  by  beings  in- 
?<fted.,  and  endeavour  to  prove5 
iat  the  Symptoms  which  generally 
ppear5  mu  ft  be  the  Conlequence 
f  fuch  Alteration. 

j  ,  ■ 

Secondly 3  I  fhall  treat  of  the  re- 
luifite  properties  of  thofe  Medicines 
Inch  conduce  to  the  Cure.,  and  par- 
icularly  of  the  Ufe  of  Mercury}  and 
ther  ponderous  Medicines.,  in  fub- 
uing  this  Difeafe. 

1  *  i  4  ;  ‘  I  :  '  .  *  ,  s-  • 

Thirdly ,  Of  the  Benefit  of  Bathing 
i  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper. 

l  .  ■  *7  -  ... 

CHAP. 


Of  the  Alteration  the  Blood  undergoes 
by  being  infeSiecl l3  and  that  tht 
Symptoms^  which  generally  appear, 
mull  be  the  Conjequence  of  fuch  Al¬ 
teration. 


Ormer  Writers.,  who  undertook 
to  derive  the  Origin  of  mod 
Difeafes,  from  an  offending  Acid 
or  Alkali }  have  attempted^  each  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Sed  they  belonged 
to  reduce  the  Caufe  of  this  Oifeaft 
to  their  own  Hypothefes  •  but  how  ab 
furd  and  ridiculous  thole  Dodrine, 
have  appeared  upon  Examination 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Boyle  has  prove< 
from  the  Analysis  of  the  Blood.,  am 
rnore  lately  the  learned  Dr.  Pitcairn 
in  his  Diflertation  concerning  th 
Operation  of  Acids  and  Alcalies  i 
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Cure  of  Difeafes.  Since  there- 
»re  we  can  attain  to  no  Certainty 
om  thefe  Hypotheses }  either  as  to 
|e  Alteration  in  the  Mafs  of  Blood, 

■  Method  of  Cure,  I  believe  it  will 
■adily  be  granted,  without  confi¬ 
ning  the  eflential  Properties  of  the 
fe&ing  Matter,  that  whatfoever  is 
ipable  of  rendering  the  Seium  of 
ie  Blood  more  noifcid^  may  eafily 
:ca fion  all  the  Symptoms  which  oc- 
ur  in  this  Diftemper. 

That  it  is  the  Property  of  this 
Hatter  to  infpiflate  the  Juices,  and 
nder  the  Blood  more  vifcid,  ap- 
tars  not  only  from  the  Blood  of 
nofe  throughly  infe&ed,  but  even, 
om  the  firfh  Imprefllon  made,  up- 
n  the  Parts  immediately  concerned 
h  Coition.  For  what  is  allowed  to 
ie  the  common  Caule  of  all  In- 
, animations.  Induration,  and  Ulcers, 
fix.  the  Motion  of  the  Blood  be- 
lig  impeded,  or  retarded  in  its  Cir¬ 
culation 
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eulation  through  the  fmaller  Veffels, 
may  be  properly  efleemed  to  occa- 
ilon  a  Gonorrhea.)  Chancres  on  the 
Preputium  or  Gians  3  the  firft  Marks 
of  Infeftion  •  and  this  will  always 
be  in  a  Degree  anfwering  the  Quan¬ 
tity,  or  various  Modification  and  Ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  Matter  received.  Thus 
in  the  Stinging  of  Infers,  the  Li¬ 
quor  immited,  by  the  Aculeum  or 
Frobojcis  of  the  Infeft,  fliall  produce 
an  Efteft,  more  or  lefs  fudden,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  Quantity  or  Degree 
of  Volatility  *  as  in  the  Stinging  of 
BeeSy  W afps}  Flies ,  &c.  For  the 
fame  reaion.,  the  Bites  of  Animals, 
as  that  of  a  Viper  and  mad  Dorr,  dif¬ 
fer  in  the  Time  of  their  E (lefts,  al¬ 
though  both  fatal  in  the  End,  if  not 
feafonably  prevented.  By  this  way 
of  Realoning,  we  are  able  to 
account  for  the  various  Degrees  of 
Infeftion,  and  Time  of  Eruption  in 
different  Perions,  without  denying 
.  the 
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particular  Difpofition  of  feme  Bo 
dies  to  receive  it  looner  than  others; 

It  may  be  objt&ed,  that  if  the 
Caufe  of  a  Gonorrhoea  ^  proceeds 
from  an  increafed  Vijcidity  of  the 
Liquor  fecreted  from  the  Glands  of 
the  Lacuna  j  how  comes  it  to  pafs 
(that  it  flows  in  a  larger  quantity  in 
a  vtfeid  than  a  fluid  ftate  ?  In  an- 
fwer  to  this_,  let  thofe  Glands  be  con- 
fidered  as  conglomerate }  veiled  with 
•Coats  of  Contra&ile  and  Mufcular 
IFibres,  which  enable  them,  in  a 
(natural  ftate,  to  fecrete  the  Fluid 
(contained  ‘  it’s  manifefiy  the  change 
of  the  Liquor  to  be  decerned,  from 
a  Liquid  to  a  more  viscid  Matter^ 
will  fo  dilate  the  excretory  Dutts  of 
thofe  Glands,  as  to  weaken  their 
Tone,  and  deprive  their  Coats  of 
their  Elafticity ,  for  which  realon, 
the  Matter  will  continually  flow, and 
in  a  quantity  proportionate  to  the 
increaie  of  the  Diameters  of  their 

C  Orifices, 
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Orifices.  Hence,  by  way  of  Corol¬ 
lary,  we  may  dilcover,  how  the 
frequent  repetition  of  Mercurial 
Doles,  renders  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe  more  difficult  j  and  there¬ 
fore,  is  always  improperly  ufed, 
unlefs  defigned  to  increafe  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  Matter. 

That  the  Caufe  of  Chancres ,  and 
other  external  marks  of  Injury,  upon 
the  parts  of  Generation,  are  owing 
to  the  fame  Principle,  is  evident 
from  the  frequent  Itchings  and  In¬ 
duration,  which  at  length  degene¬ 
rate  into  an  Ulcer. 

Having  hitherto  proved,  that  the 
vifcidity  of  the  juices  in  the  fmaller 
Veliels,  occafioned  by  the  infe&ing 
Matter,  gives  rile  to  this  Difeafe  ; 
it  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  where- 
loever  this  contaminating  quality  is 
diffufed,  it  will  produce  Effe&s  an- 
fwerable  to  its  Nature"  and  there¬ 
fore,  when  it  happens  to  be  mix’d 

with 
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Irith  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  will  more 

r  J 

niverfally  manifeft  itfelf  by  Cuta- 
•eons  Eruptions ,  Caries  of  the  Bones, 
^bagtfdenick  Ulcers,  dVc.  The  rea- 
on  whereof  is  plain,  to  any  one 
vho  will  but  confider,  how  much 
hat  increafe  of  the  Blood's  Vifcidity  } 

nuft:  obviate  the  eftablifhed  Laws  of 

!  -v  »  / 

Animal  Secretion ,  neceflary  to  pre- 
"erve  the  Body  in  a  ftate  of  Health. 
?or  by  thofe  Laws,  the  quantity  of 
Matter  fecreted  from  any  Gland, 
r  being  in  a  Ratio ,  compounded  of 
:  the  quantity  of  Blood,  its  Velocity 
'  at  the  Orifices  of  the  Excretory 
:  Du&s,  the  widenefs  of  the  Otifi- 
f  ces  dire&ly,  and  the  Viscidity  of 
k  the  Blood  reciprocally  ;  conie- 
r  quently,  the  Quantity  an  d  Velo- 
,c  city  of  the  Blood,  and  the  wide- 
lc  nets  of  the  Orifices  being  known, 
lc  the  quantity  ieperated,  w  ill  be 
IC  as  the  Vifcidity  of  the  Blood  j  ’ 
that  is,  the  greater  the  Vifcidity  the 

C  2  lc  fs 
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iefs  will  be  feperated,  and  the  lefs  i 
the  Vijctdity  the  more  will  be  fepe- 
rated.  J 

From  what  has  been  demonffra-  j 
ted,  it  is  not  at  all  iurpriling,  that 
the  milliary  Glands  of  the  Cutis 
fhould  be  lo  obft ru&ed,  as  not  freely 
to  ftcern  the  Matter  offered  to  the 
mouths  of  their  excretory  Duels  ^  i 
but  leave  it,  as  they  do,  condcn- 
fed  and  incrullared  upon  the  Surface 
of  the  Cuticula ,  occalioning  Blotches, 
Scabs,  and  other  Cutaneous  Erup¬ 
tions.  Again,  the  Vijcidity  of  the 
-Matter  to  be  iecerned  from  the  Cu- 
ticular  Glands,  is  fo  vaft  an  Impe¬ 
diment  to  infallible  Peripiration,  and 
this  Suppreffion  of  the  perfpirable 
Matter,  lo  alters  the  Texture  of  the 
Blood,  as  to  render  it  unfit  for 
Mufcular  Motion  •  whence  No&ur- 
nal  Pains,  a  Laffitude  and  Decreafe 
of  Strength  in  the  limbs  will  necef-  1 
farily  follow. 

,  '  ,  How  < 
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How  the  Bones  happen  to  be  fo 
affe&ed  by  this  Diltemper  as  to 
become  Carious,  and  that  from  the 
fame  Caufe,  will  be  befb  explained, 
by  firft  coniidering  their  Texture 
and  Manner  of  Nutrition.  The 
Bones  then  are  compofed  of  folid 
Fibres,  running  longitudinally,  which 
are  fattened  to  one  another  by  other 
tranfverfe  Fibres,  and  thus  conttitute 
feveral  Laminae ,  clap’d  one  upon  the 
other,  as  appears  in  the  Cranium  of 
a  F<etus}  and  the  Bones  of  Fifhes ; 
.and  are  nourifhed,  after  the  fame 
imanner  as  other  Parts  of  the  Body, 
by  Arteries  which  pafs  between  thole 
Lamina,  and  as  they  run  along  fend 
(forth  branches  in  the  Interlaces  of 
the  Fibres  of  the  Bone,  having  pro¬ 
per  Veins,  to  return  into  the  Mafs 
iof  Blood,  what  is  fuperfluous  for 
Nutrition.  The  Learned  Dr.  James 
Keil  in  his  Anatomy,  fays  indeed. 

That  when  the  Bones  are  grown  to 

c  their 
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c  their  utmoft  Extent,  Hardnefs  and 
c  Solidity,  their  Blood- Veffels  being  » 
c  fo  compreffed  on  all  fides  by  the 
c  bony  Channels,  bring  no  more 
c  Blood,  than  what  is  fufficient  to 
c  fupply  the  Places  of  their  decay- 
c  ing  Particles.  ’  I 

But  this  feems  to  me,  contrary  to 
the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  the 
known  Laws  of  N  utrition,  and  thofe 
Obfervations  arifing  from  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Surgery  in  the  Cure  of  dift- 
empered  Bones ;  and  if  this  was  the 
Cafe,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
Bones  fhould  become  Carious,  and 
then  Exfoliate.  For  when  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  a  Caries  comes  to  be  confi- 
dered,  it  will  appear  to  be,  a  De- 
ftruftion  of  the  Texture  of  the  Bone, 
occafioned  by  the  increafed  Viscidity 
of  the  Fluid  contained  in  its  Blood- 
Veffels,  which  fometimes  only  di¬ 
lates,  but  in  a  compleat  Curies  en-i 
tirely  breaks  the  Cohaefion  of  its. 

Fibre 

* 
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Fibres.  Thus  we  often  fee  Venereal 
Nodes  difappear  by  the  ufe  of  Mer- 
:urials  ;  and  I  have  known  fome 
scrophulous  Tumours  of  the  Bones 
n  the  Articulations,  and  others  after 
:he  Small-Pox,  at  length  fubfide, 
vhere  the  Fibres  of  the  Bone  have 
etained  Elaflicity  fufficient  to  re¬ 
lore  themfelves  to  their  former  State. 
3ut  where,  as  was  before  obferved 
he  Caries  hath  deftroyed  and  difu- 
aited  the  Texture  of  the  Bones, 
impofthumations  in  the  Flelh  are 
generally  Concomitant.  Therefore 
[y  comparing  the  Tumours  of  the 
tones,  with  thofe  of  the  fleffiy  Parts, 
he  fame  Reafon  ferves  to  account 
or  the  Diffipation  of  both,  <z^%. 
ree  Pafl'age  given  to  the  Circulation 
f  the  fluids,  which  was  obflrufted 
efore  •  whence  we  may  conclude, 
hat  more  Blood  is  brought  to  the 
tones  of  Adults,  than  is  fufficient 
fupply  the  Places  of  the  decay¬ 
ing 
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ing  Particles ;  and  that  the  Blood 
circulates  through  them,  as  well  as 
other  Parts  of  Human  Body,  be¬ 
ing  provided  with  proper  Veins,  to 
return  the  fuperfluous  Blood  into 
-  the  circulating  Mafs. 

From  what  has  been  laid,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Texture  and  Manner  of 
Nutrition  of  the  Bones,  and  the 
Nature  of  a  Caries ,  it  will  necef- 
farily  follow,  that  the  increafed  Vij- 
cidity  of  the  Blood  in  the  hues  Vene-. 
rea ,  is  capable  of  making  that  Ra¬ 
vage  upon  the  moft  folid  Parts  of 
the  Human  Frame ;  and  this  it  does 
fooner  or  later,  according  to  the  i 
different  Degree  of  Solidity  in  the: 
Bone  affected.  The  Bones  of  the: 
Nofe  are  commonly  greateft  Suffe-i 
rers  by  this  Enemy,  which  proceeds; 
from  an  Infar&ion  of  the  Glandsw 
feperacing  the  Sinovia  •  thefe  Glands. & 
being  lodged  within  the  Interfticesl 
of  thole  Bones,  muff,  when  ob-f 

flru&ed  | 
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flru&ed,  fwell  and  dilate,  ’till  they 
break  and  deftroy  the  {lender  Corn- 
pages  of  their  Spongious  Parts  " 
whereas  in  thofe  more  Solid,  as 
the  Cranium  and  Tibia  ^  the  Mif- 
chief  is  not  lb  foon  irreparable, 
their  gradual  Increafe  allowing 
time  for  Relief,  by  the  Affiftance 
of  proper  Methods. 

One  Obfervation  may  be  farther 
made,  concerning  Nodes  upon  the 
Tibia }  which  will  help  to  illuftrate 
lour  prefent  Defign  ^  and  that  is. 
That  all  Nodes  upon  this  Bone  be: 
gin  in  the  middle  and  moft  folid 
Part  of  it  j  which  could  never  hap- 
[pen,  if  the  Caries  proceeded  from 
lany  other  Caufe,  than  the  Vifcidity 
iof  the  Blood  j  I  mean  from  any 
Acid  or  Fermenting  Quality,  former- 
ily  attributed  to  the  Venereal  Matter 
fince  it  is  plain,  that  whenloever 
fuch  Qualities  predominate,  the 
moft  lax  and  tender  Parts  will  firft 

D  be 
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be  deftroyed.  VVe  may  farther 
obferve,  that  all  Tumours  and  In- 
flamations  univerfally  occur,  where 
the  Vellels  are  fmalleft  j  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Vijcidiiy  of  the  Circulating 
Fluid  in  the  Bone  is  the  Caufe  of 
the  Caries j  the  Veflels  being  final ler 
and  more  comprcfied,  in  the  more 
1  olid  part  of  the  Bone,  than  at  the 
Extremities,  and  confequently  more' 
liable  , to  be  obfhufted. 

Thus  iejc&ing  the  obfcure  and 
imaginary  Hypotheses  and  Theories 
of  Philoiophers,  or  without  enquir¬ 
ing  into  the  eifential  Properties  of 
the  infe&ing  Matter,  I  have  endea¬ 
voured,  from  one  firigle  Principle 
laid  down,  to  account  for  the  vari¬ 
ous  Symptoms  attending  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  this  Diftemper  * 
and  as  the  Caufe  of  all  others  are 
deducible  from  the  fame  Way  of  I 
Reafoning,  i  fliall  content  myfelfl 
with  what  has  been  already  ex¬ 
plained. 


(  «5>  ) 

>lained,  and  proceed  to  treat  of  the 
{.equifites  in  the  Cure. 


Y-esr 


CHAP.  II. 

I  * 

Of  the  requifite  Properties  of  thofe 
Medicines _  which  conduce  to  the 
Cure,  and  -particularly  of  the  ZJje 
of  Mercury,  and  other  ponderous 
I  Medicines  in  jubdning  this  Dijeafe. 

IT  has  been  demonfirated  in  the 
preceding  Chapter,  that  all  the 
Symptoms  in  this  Diflemper,  from 
he  very  firft  Impreffion  made,  are 
Dccafioned  by  its  contaminating  qua- 
ity  encreafing  the  Vifcidity  of  the 
circulating  Fluids,  and  that  fuch 
Alteration  is  fuflicienr,  without  ha¬ 
ving  recourfe  to  any  acid ,  alcalmis 
r  fermenting  Difpodtion  in  the  A- 
imal  Juices. 

D  a 
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The  Succefs  of  the  Methods  ta¬ 
ken  by  Ancient  and  Modern  Phy- 
flcians,  when  rightly  confldertd,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  founded  upon  the  lame 
Principle,  and  the  Advantage  of  the 
latter,  has  been  chiefly  owing,  to 
fome  later  Difcoveries  in  the  Circu¬ 
lation,  and  the  Art  of  knowing  how 
to  apply,  the  Geometrical  Know¬ 
ledge  they  are  Mailers  of,  to  Ani¬ 
mal  0  economy.  To  purfue  the 
fame  Method,  it  will  not  be  incon- 
flftent,  before  I  fpeak  of  the  Pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Medicines  neceflary 
in  the  Cure,  to  take  a  fhort  view 
of  the  Nature  of  human  Body,  with 
refpeft  to  thofe  Secretions,  neceflary 
to  maintain  it  in  a  ft  ate  of  Health. 
The  Blood  then,  in  a  Natural  or 
Healthy  State,  ought  to  be  of  that 
Confiftence  which  will  anfwer  the 
fupply  of  the  decayed  Parts,  and  of  a 
Fluidity,  proper  for  Secretion,  when 
offered  to  the  Mouths  of  the  excre¬ 
tory  | 


(  21  ) 

'w1 

tory  Du£is,  of  its  various  Emun&- 
jories.  For  fhould  the  Diameters 
of  its  Particles  to  be  Secerned, 
exceed  the  Diameters  of  the  Ex¬ 
cretory  Du&s,  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  they  fhould  pa  fs,  or  fhould 
the  Viscid  Crafts  of  the  Blood 
difpofe  it  to  run  into  Cohefions,  the 
Secretion  would  hereby  be  retarded 
in  the  Excretory  Channels.  Thus 
the  increafed  Vijcidity  of  the  Blood, 
in  the  Diftemper  I  am  Treating  of, 
is  a  vaft  Impediment  to  the  proper 
Secretions  in  general,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  by  injenftble  Perfpz- 
ration ,  the  Minutenefs  of  the  Secre¬ 
ting  Veflels,  rendring  them  more 
liable  to  be  obftru&ed.  But  the 
mifehievous  Confequences  arilrng 
from  this  Evacuation  being  fup- 
prefled,  beyond  that  of  any  other, 
plainly  appears  from  the  Computa¬ 
tion  of  San&orius,  in  his  59th  Apho- 
rzfm,  Section  the  1  ft,  where  he  has 

fixed 
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fixed  the  Ratio  of  Evacuations,  as 
follows. 

f  A.nus  4 

By  the  <  Bladder  1 6 

(  Skin  40  and  more. 

It  appears  from  the  Ratio  of  Ex¬ 
cretions  thus  expounded.,  that  grea¬ 
ter  Mifchief  may  happen,  from  the 
Interruption  of  Cutaneous  Excretion 
alone,  than  of  the  other  two  taken 
together  ;  and  therefore  the  Malig¬ 
nity  of  this,  as  well  as  many  other 
Difeales,  may  be  chiefly  owing  to 
this  Caufe.  We  may  likewife  from 
hence  conclude,  that  the  moft  pro¬ 
bable  Method  of  Curing  this  Dif- 
eafe  by  Evacuation,  will  be  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Ratio  here  fet  forth  j  and 
confequently,  the  Probability  of 
fucceeding  by  Diuretich  rather  than 
Catharticks  will  be  as  four  to  one, 
and  that  by  P  expiration ,  compared 
with  the  fame,  as  ten  to  one,  and 

-  above. 
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above.  This  Evacuation,  by  the 
Cutis,  being  farther  compared  with 
that  from  the  Salival  Duds,  occa- 
ifioned  by  Mercury  in  the  Courfe  of 
a  Salivation,  which  rarely  exceeds 
Six-Pounds  in  twenty-four  Hours, 
will,  according  to  SanStorius,  Jpho- 
rijm  58,  Se&ion  \ji,  be  nearly 
(equal ;  for  he  allows  about  three 
Pounds  to  be  perfpired  in  the  fpace 
of  one  Nights  Sleep,  which  we  may 
ireafonably  fuppofe  to  be  eight  Hours, 
(the  third  Part  of  the  Day  and 
INight  •  admitting  then,  that  we  per- 
ifpire  only  half  the  Quantity  in  the 
fame  Time,  being  Awake,  it  will 
produce  three  Pounds  more  in  the 
other  fixteen  Hours,  which  added 
'to  that  perfpired  in  Sleep,  will 

make  about  fix  Pounds,  the  Quan- 

* 

itity  Evacuate  by  Salivation  in  the 
fame  Time.  As  the  Evacuations 
may  be  therefore  equal,  the  Proba¬ 
bility  of  curing  this  Difeafe  by  in- 

jenfible 
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( enfible  Perforation  or  Salivation  is 
the  fame.  And  it  cannot  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  coniidering  the  Natural  Difpro- 
portion  of  thefe  Evacuations,  but 
that  Cutaneous  Excretion  may  be  fo 
far  augmented,  as  vaftly  to  exceed 
the  other  ^  which  will  farther  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  Operation  of  fuch 
Medicines,  as  chiefly  affift  in  fub- 
duing  this  Difeafe. 

Its  evident  from  what  has  been 
faid,  that  ail  Attenuants  of  the 
Blood,  let  the  Manner  of  their  Ope¬ 
ration  proceed  either  from  the  Vola-  ; 
tility  or  A&ivity  of  their  Parts,  as 
in  Sudorificks  and  Catbarticks  3  or 
their  particular  Ponderofity,  as  in 
Metals,  are  capable  of  producing 
fome  defirabie  Effects  in  the  Cure 
of  this  Difeafe.  Many  Inftances 
may  be  collefted,  from  the  Wri¬ 
tings  of  Phyficians,  of  unqueftiona-  - 
ble  Authority,  to  prove  the  Succefs  ! 
ol  Sudorificks  and  Catbarticks  3  and  : 

even  ; 
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ven  of  many  other  Remedies,  which 
>romote  no  fenfible  Evacuation. 
"ernelms  tells  us  in  his  Treatife  upon 
enereal  Difeafes,  that  he  has  cured 
sveral  without  Mercury ,  and  advi- 
ss  us  to  abandon  the  life  of  it  as 
ernicious  j  but  how  juffly,  will 
ereafter  be  demonftrated,  when  I 
pme  to  fpeak  of  the  Operation  of 
lat  Mineral  in  Particular.  River  ius 
kewile  in  his  Obfervations,  gives 
b  feveral  Inftances  of  the  Succefs  of 
nat  Practice,  and  particularly  that 
if  a  Perfon  who  perfectly  recovered 
if  a  Confirm’d  Pox,  by  the  fre- 
I  uent  Life  of  Sudorijicks  and  Catbar- 
|  cks}  although  he  had  been  afflicted 
ith  the  Diftemper,  for  the  fpace 
f  twelve  Years,  and  unfuccefsfully 
eated  with  Mercurials,  If  then  fo 
I  uch  has  been  done  by  common 
|j  idorijick.  Decocfions,  and  repeated 
I  urges ^  what  may  not  be  expelled 
j|  Dm  the  more  powerful  Influences 

lr:  e  of 
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of  Metals  and  Minerals ,  whofe  ef- 
fential  Property  more  readily  conveys 
them  into  the  minuteft  Channels? 
By  the  effential  Property  of  Metals 
and  Minerals ,  I  mean,  that  abfolute 
Gravity  in  common  to  them  all, 
and  whofe  Difference  con  lifts  only 
in  the  Compa&nefs  of  their  Compo¬ 
nent  Parts,  from  whence,  one  is  laid 
to  be  Specifically  heavier  or  lighter 
than  the  other.  As  all  Minerals 
and  Metals  have  this  Property  of 
Gravitation  from  the  Laws  of  Na¬ 
ture,  it  follows,  that  when  they  are 
mixed  with  a  moving  Fluid,  the 
Momentum  or  Quantity  of  Motion 
of  that  Fluid,  will  be  increafed,  in 
Proportion  to  the  Specifick  Gravity 
of  the  Metal  or  Mineral ;  the.; 
Momentum  or  Quantity  of  Motions 
being,  by  the  Laws  of  MechanicksJ 
as  the  Velocity  of  the  moving  Bodjra 
multiplied  into  the  Quantity  ol 
Matter.  From  this  fingle  Property  i 

11 
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it  will  not  be  difficult  to  explain  the 
wonderful  Effe&s  of  Mineral  Sub- 
ftances  in  Animal  Oeconomy  and 
the  Changes,  both  Fluids  and  Solids 
muft  undergo,  by  the  force  of  their 
Percuffions.  It  is  to  this  Power 
chiefly,  that  the  Learned  Dr.  Friend , 
in  his  Emmenologia ,  attributes  the 
Deobftru&ion  of  the  'Uterine  Veffels  * 
and  the  Ingenious  Dr.  Pitcairn  is  fo 
far  of  this  Opinion,  that  he  fays,  if 
Gold  was  reduced  into  Parts  fo 
fmall,  which  he  thinks  may  be  done, 
that,  regard  being  had  to  its  Bulk, 
its  Surface  was  fo  extended,  as  to 
be  equal  to  Water  in  Weight,  and 
fit  to  Swim  in  the  Blood,  that  this 
Diftemper  would  be  fooner  and 
•more  fafely  cured  by  Gold  than  by 
Mercury.  The  Eft'eft  of  heavy  Bo¬ 
dies  upon  the  Fluids,  being  therefore 
Proportionate  to  their  Gravities,  that 
of  Mercury  will  be  more  Efficacious 
than  any  other  lighter  than  it  felf, 

E  2  and 
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and  the  Facility  of  its  Divifion,  is 
one  great  Rea  fori,  of  its  being  fo 
much  in  Ufe.  It  is  true  indeed,  that 
fome  Preparations  of  this  Mineral, 
given  in  a  finall  Quantity,  will  raiie 
a  Salivation  j  the  furpetbum  Mine- 
rale^  and  fome  others,  produce  this 
fudden  Eftetft,  which  proceeds  only 
from  their  Combination  with  the 
Saline  Spicula  of  the  Menfiruuni ,  they 
have  been  difiolved  in,  whole  Ope¬ 
ration  is  a  (lifted  by  the  Gravity  of 
the  Mercury ,  as  that  of  the  Mercury 
is  Reciprocally  by  the  Salts  of  the 
Menfiruum.  For  when  this  Mineral 
is  externally  ufed  in  'Unguents^  a 
larger  Quantity  is  neceffary,  for  want 
of  that  Afliftance,  the  Smoothnefs 
of  its  Globules  rendring  it  not  fo 
apt  to  incide  and  force  its  way 
through.,  or  adhere  to  the  Sides  of 
the  pervious  Canals :  Neither  are 
a  few  Particles  fufficient  to  dilate 
the  Mouths  of  the  excretory  Duels } 

there 
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there  muft  be  a  continual  Accumu¬ 
lation  of  thole  Particles,  from  the 
Time  of  their  firft  Circulating  in 
the  Bloody  ’till  thofe  DuBs  become 
fo  extended,  and  their  Orifices  fo 
enlarged,  as  to  give  room  for  a  free 
Evacuation  of  their  Contents.  And 
the  Reafon  why  thefe  Glands  are 
more  generally  affe&ed  than  any 
others,  (which  does  not  always  hap¬ 
pen)  is  partly  owing  to  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Tenacity  of  the  Saliva,  being 
apt  to  embrace  and  retain  thofe  Par¬ 
ticles,  and  their  eafy  Adinillion, 
from  the  Number  and  Widenefs  of 
the  Salival  Du£ts. 

The  Safety  of  promoting  a  Saliva¬ 
tion ,  by  Mercury  externally  applied 
in  'Unguents ,  as  is  the  Pra&ice  of 
fome,  or  by  the  Internal  Method 
pra&ifed  by  others,  has  been  Jong 
contefted.  The  Advocates  for  Unc¬ 
tion,  defend  the  Succefs  of  that 
Pradice,  by  computing  the  Benefit 

and 
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and  Efficacy  of  the  Remedy,  from 
the  largenefs  of  the  Quantity  recei¬ 
ved  this  way  more  than  the  other. 
Their  Antagonifts  found  their  Ob- 
je&ion  to  this  Pra&ice,  upon  the 
Obfervation  of  the  Mercurial  Glo- 
buli  being  found  in  the  Interftices 
of  Carious  Bones,  when  Externally 
apply’d,  and  imagine  this  to  be  the 
Principal  Caufe  of  the  Caries  •  and 
therefore  as  ftrenuoufly  urge,  that 
the  Mifchiefs,  arifing  from  this  Me¬ 
thod,  will  be  always  Proportionate 
to  the  Quantity  received.  But  al¬ 
though,  both  thefe  Methods  are, 
and  may  be  fuccefsfully  Pra&ifed  in 
the  Cure  of  this  Difeafe  ;  yet  when 
we  come  to  confider  the  Difpropor- 
tion  of  the  Quantity  ufed  by  ‘Unc¬ 
tion.  and  that  given  Internally,  it 
muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Violence 
of  the  Percuffions  againft  any  Re- 
fi fiance  the  Mercury  meets  with, 
which  is  always  greatefi  in  the  fmall- 

eft 
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eft  Channels,  will  be  in  a  Ratio  of 
the  Increafe  of  the  Momentum  of  the 
Circulating  Fluid.  And  therefore 
where  the  Texture  of  the  Bones, 
once  begin  to  be  loofened  by  the 
Diftemper,  the  violent  Shocks,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  additional  Gravity 
of  this  Mineral )  may  fo  feperate  and 
ffiake  afunder  the  Contiguity  of 
their  Fibres,  as  it  paffes  through  the 
Blood- Veffels,  that  by  their  Elafti- 
city  they  cannot  be  reftored  to  the 
fame  Order  '  and  confequently  may 
render  that  Node  Incurable  without 
Manual  Operation,  which  was  not 
fo  before ;  and  the  nearnefs  of  the 
approach,  added  to  the  Difficulty 
and  Slownefs  of  the  Motion  of  the 
Mercurial  Globuli  through  thole 
Veflels,  may  often  occafion  them  to 
run  into  iuch  Cohefions,  as  may 
make  them  vilible  to  the  Eye  when 
once  united. 
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Hence  I  think  its  very  plain,  that 
the  Augmentation  of  the  Caries  is 
not  fo  much  owing  to  any  other 
Property,  as  to  that  a  riling  from  the 
Gravity  of  the  Mercury  •  for  was  it 
fo,  it  would  fooner  rend  the  Fibres 
of  the  Bones  afunder,  when  armed 
with  the  fliarp  Points  of  a  piercing 
Meujiruum}  than  it  poffibly  could  by 
the  natural  Smoothnefs  of  its  Surface 
when  Crude  j  and  I  am  apt  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  could  this  Remedy  be 
given  in  the  fame  Quantity  Inter¬ 
nally,  this  Mifchief  would  more 
readily  enfue.  From  hence  it  may 
be  concluded,  that  a  Salivation  raifed 
by  cVnSiion3  where  there  is  no  Caries 
of  the  Bones,  is  as  fafe  as  the  other, 
and  the  Mercury  exhibited  this  way, 
is  as  capable  of  removing  any  Ob- 
ftru&ion  in  thofe  Vellels,  whofe 
fides  being  gently  comprelfed,  can 
yeild  to  the  Force  of  its  Strokes, 
without  the'Affiftance  of  thofe  Spi- 

cu(a} 


(  33  ) 


cula ,  it  is  joined  with  in  its  various 
Diflblutions.  Thus  far  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  demonftrate  that  the 


A&ion  of  this  Mineral  confifts  only 
in  the  Gravity  of  its  Particles,  when 
unaffifted  by  Chymical  Management , 
and  that  even  then,  ic  is  the  Princi¬ 
pal  Caufe  of  the  Effeft  produced. 
But  let  this  Mineral  be  admitted 


into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  in  what 
Form  foever,  it  muft  certainly  fo 
Comminute  the  Vij'cid  Cohefion  of 
its  Parts,  as  to  difpofe  and  make  it 
more  fit  for  Secretion  through  the 


moft  Capillary  Duds  ^  and  that  not 
only,  by  dividing  the  Particles  of 
the  Blood  into  fmaller  Parts,  but 
by  dilating  the  DnCls  themielves. 
For  it  is  impoflible  it  fhould  be 
mixed  with  the  Blood,  as  it  Increa- 
fes  the  Quantity  of  its  Motion, 
without  producing  Effects  anlwer- 
able  to  that  Increaie  ;  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Learned  Dr,  Cheym}  in 
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his  Theory  Fevers,  is  To  very  Consi¬ 
derable,  that  he  computes  more 
may  be  done  toward  the  Deob- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Veflels  in  one  Day, 
by  the  Afliftance  of  Mercury ,  than 
by  the  Blood  itfelf,  without  that 
Afllftance,  in  the  fpace  of  three 
Years.  If  its  Power  be  fo  extenfive 
as  this  Computation  allows,  what 
wonderful  Alterations  mu  ft  fucceed 
its  Admiflion  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood, 
in  a  little  Time  ,  and  what  Encou¬ 
ragement  is  not  given  to  its  Ule,  in 
all  Difeafes,  where  the  Vifcid  ftate 
of  the  Blood  difpofes  the  Veflels  to 
Qbftru&ion  ? 

Since  then  the  general  Method, 
and  moft  fuccefsful  Pra&ice,  ufed 
by  Antient  and  Modern  Phyficians 
in  the  Cure  of  this  Difeale,  has 
been  by  Evacuations  and  that  ! 
Sudoriflcks  and  Catharticks  have  an- 
fwered  without  the  hazard  of  Sali¬ 
vation,  (although  the  latter  has  com- i 
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monly  been  moft  Effe&ual)  it  feems 
reafonable,  from  the  foregoing 
Computation  of  SanBorius ,  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  this  end  muft  be  more  rea¬ 
dily  obtained,  by  promoting  the 
moft  copious  and  moft  neceftary 
Evacuation  in  Animal  Oeconomy  • 
which,  according  to  his  Statical 
Qbfervations,  arifes  from  infenfble 
Ferjpiration.  Ic  muft  indeed  be 
allowed,  that  the  Excretory  DuBr) 
neceftary  for  the  Dilcharge  of  the 
Perfpirable  Matter,  being  infinitely 
final  I,  this  Excretion  is  moft  liable 
to  be  impeded  by  a  Vifcid  ftate  of 
the  Fluids :  For  as  the  Matter  to  be 
perjpired  muft  be  of  a  Magnitude 
adapted  to  the  Diameters  of  the 
Secreting  Vefielsj  therefore  the  leaft 
Change  or  Alteration  in  the  Blood, 
increaftng  the  Magnitude  of  the  Par¬ 
ticles  to  be  Secerned,  will  fooner 
obftruft  this  Evacuation  than  any 
other.  The  Truth  of  this  appears 
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from  the  Urine  of  thofe  who  have 


taken  Cold  •  for  the  Quantity  (hall 
not  only  be  increafcd  at  the  Crifis 
of  the  Diftemper,  but  (hall  depofite 
a  mucous  or  (limy  Sediment :  the  In¬ 
terruption  of  the  Matter  to  be  per- 
fpired  through  the  Cuticular  Pores, 
forcing  it  to  feek  a  Pafi’age  through 
fome  other  Emmbtory  the  Dianie- 
rers  of  whole  DnSis  are  capable  of 
receiving  it.  But  the  Number  of 
excretory  Canals,  defigncd  for  this 
Office,  fufficiemly  counter-ballanCe 
the  finailneis  of  their  Orifices ,  as  we 
niay  evidently  difcover,  from  the 
immenfe  Difpropoi  tion  of  this,  com¬ 
pared  with  any  other  Evacuation. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  this  Difeafe 


cannot  be  fo  eflediually  and  fafely 
fubduedj  by  increafing  any  other  | 
Secretion,  as  it  may  by  injenfiblei 
Terjpiration. 

For  farther  Inftance  of  this  Truth,  r 
let  us  only  conuder  the  Operation  ofl 


fuch 
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fuch  Medicines  as  have  been  fuccefs- 
ful  in  this  Diftemper,  as  Sudor ificks 
and  Catbarticks ,  and  we  (hall  find 
their  Effefts  chiefly  to  confift  in  that 
particular  Difpofition,  or  a&ive 
Property  of  attenuating  and  dividing 
the  Fluids ,  ’till  they  are  rendred  fie 
for  Secretion,  through  the  Cuticular 
or  Intefiinal  Glands  •  And  the  fame 
attenuating  Property  muft  contribute 
in  great  meafure  to  infenfible  Ferjpi- 
ration ;  it  being  impofiible,  from  the 
general  Influence  of  fuch  Medicines 
upon  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  but 
that  fome,  nay,  an  infinite  Number 
of  Particles,  fhould  be  fo  far  commi¬ 
nuted,  as  infenfibly  to  fly  off  by  a 
more  obfeure  Evacuation.  It  will 
not  be  difficult,  I  think,  after  ma¬ 
ture  Confideration  of  this  Do&rine, 
to  conceive  the  certainty  of  Curing 
this  Diftemper  in  our  own  Climate 
by  infenfible  P erfpiration  :  theexten- 
five  Influence  of  Minerals ,  by  the 

Law 
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Law  of  Gravitation ,  the  Power  of 
Attenuants ,  and  a  ft  rift  Obfervance 
of  the  Ratio  in  Animal  Secretion 
will  naturally  lead  thole,  whofe 
Genius  and  Education  has  qualified 
them  for  the  Cure  of  Difeafes  •  and 
to  fuch  I  fliall  leave  the  Choice 
of  thofe  Medicines,  which,  in  the 
Courfe  of  their  Studies  and  Praftice, 
they  (hail  judge  moft  conducive  to 
anfwer  this  End. 

CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Benefit  of  Bathing,  in  the 
Cure  of  this  Difeafe. 

MY  prefent  Defign  being  only 
to  treat  of  Bathing ,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  Cure  of  the  Lues 
Venerea.  I  (hall  omit  making  any 
Obfervations  on  the  Cold-Bath ,  or 
of  thofe  naturally  Hot  Mineral  Waters , 

fo 

•  . 


) 
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fo  much  in  Efteem  againfi:  other 
Difeafes.  ’Tis  manifeft,  from  the 
preceding  Part  of  this  Difcourfe, 
that  the  Blood  infe&ed  by  this  Di- 
ftemper  is  apt  to  occafion  £altho' 
not  an  entire  Stagnation)  a  Lentor 
of  the  Matter  to  be  fecerned  thro* 
the  Pores  of  the  Cuticula  :  The  Pro¬ 
perties  alfo  of  fiich  Medicines  as 
divide  the  Cohefion  of  its  vitiated 
Particles,  have  been  explained  ;  but 
if  we  conlider  the  common  Effect, 
of  a  moderate  Heat  upon  all  Fluids 
in  General,  by  which  they  are  rare¬ 
fied  }  And  the  wonderful  Property 
of  Water  in  gradually  Infinuating 
itfelf  into  the  Minuteft  Pores  of 
Animal  Bodies,  and  relaxing  the 
moft  folid  Parts,  it  may  be  eafily 
conceived,  how  readily  Bathing  in 
warm  Water  affords  Afiiftance  in 
the  Cure  of  the  Lues ,  and  other 
cutaneous  Eruptions.  And  the  Ufe 
of  Bathing  in  this  Difeafe  is  fo  gene- 
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ralj  that  the  painful  Symptoms  of  a 
Gonorrhea ,  are  fooner  mitigated  by 
this  Pra&ice,  than  any  other  I  have 
experienced  in  the  Cure.  For  by 
this  Means,  the  Tenfion  of  the 
Fibres  of  the  Part  affe&ed  is  leffen’d, 
and  room  given.,  for  the  inferring 
Matter  to  be  partly  thrown  off  by 
mfetifible  Ferfpiration.  And  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  if  thofe  Gentlemen, 
who  frequently  expofe  themfelves, 
to.  the  Danger  of  Infe&ion,  from 
common  Proftitutes,  fhould  follow 
this  Method  foon  after  Coition,  it 
would  frequently  prevent  the  Con- 
fequences  attending  fuch  Debau¬ 
ches. 

In  the  Eaftern  and  more  Southern 
Parts  of  the  World,  where  Purifica¬ 
tion  is  ftill  obferved,  the  Symptoms 
of  this  Difeafe  are  more  favourable; 
which  may  be  owing  in  great  Mea- 
lure,  not  only  to  the  natural 
W armth  of  the  Climate,  but  to 

the 
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the  common  Cuflom  of  Bathing 
pra&ifed  in  thofe  Countries.  And 
I  think  it  feems  very  plain  from  Holy 
Writ ,  that  the  Mojaic  Inflitution  of 
Bathing,  was  made  ufe  of,  to  pre¬ 
vent  and  heal  thofe  Sores  of  the 
Fleih,  and  the  Cutaneous  Erup¬ 
tions  with  which  the  Jewtjb  Nation 
was  fo  much  afflidled.  Bathing 

therefore,  confidered  abftra&edly 
from  the  Ufe  of  any  other  Means, 
may  be  vaftly  Beneficial  in  the  Cure 
of  this  Difeafe :  So  far  at  lead,  as 
it  affifls  the  Excretory  DuBs  of  the 
Cutis ,  in  diicharging  their  Contents, 
as  well  as  in  wafhing  off  any  Filth, 
which  may  Clog  the  Pores  of  the 
Cuticula.  But  when  an  univerfal 

Eruption  fpreads  itfelf  upon  the  Sur¬ 
face  of  the  Skin,  and  the  Miliary 
Glands  are  fluffed  with  a  Matter  fo 
Vifcid ,  that  it  cannot  be  emitted 

through  its  proper  DuBs ,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  haverecourfe  to  ponderous 

G  and 
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and  aftive  Medicines  to  Comminute 
and  Attenuate  thofe  Particles  thus 
firmly  united  j  in  this  Cafe  Bathing 
affords  fome  Affiftance.,  by  relaxing 
the  Fibres  themfelves3  and  diluting 
the  Matter  thus  united  •  whence  it 
follows  that  thofe  Canals  will  readily 
dilate.,  and  what  they  contain  be  more 
capable  of  Expanfioo,  and  confe- 
quently  more  eafily  propelled  by  the 
Force  of  the  fucceeding  Fluid.  I 
would  not  be  underftood  to  mean  a 
Relaxation  fo  confiderable3  as  would 
Debilitate  the  natural  Elafiicity  of  the 
Fibres.,  and  deprive  them  of  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  Con  tr  aft  ion  j  but  fuch  only  as 
would  remove  the  Crifpation  brought 
upon  them.,  by  the  Retention  of  thei 
Morbific k  Matter  :  The  Remedy 
otherwife  would  be  worfe  than  the 
Difeafe.,  and  what  is  here  offered  to) 
leffen  the  Vifcidity  would  increafe  it. 
by  depriving  the  Fibres  of  an  Elafii- 
city  neceffary  to  fqueeze  out  the  Com 

tentsj  I 
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merits.  There  is  hardly  any  one 
Symptom  in  this  Diftemper,  whether 
Glandular  Obftru&ions,  or  even  Ca¬ 
rious  Bones,  but  may  be  relieved 
by  Bathing ,  the  Perforation  promo¬ 
ted  thereby,  making  To  general  a 
Revullion  from  the  Parts  afte&ed, 
that  the  Violence  of  No&urnal  Pains, 
which  are  fometimes  almoft  intole¬ 
rable,  fhall  be  confiderably  appeafed. 
I  thought  proper  to  fubjoin  this  fliort 
Account  of  Bathing ,  as  it  is  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Syftem  in  general,  and  has 
no  fmall  fhare  in  the  Cure  of  this 
Difeafe.  This  I  am  convinced  of 
from  my  own  private  Pra&ice,  and 
could  wifh  it,  for  the  Benefit  of  my 
Fellow-Creatures,  more  univerfally 
extended. 
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